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ABOUT HOW WE START OUT.

FANILY
DEVOTIONS

15 ABOUT THE PROCESS
AND HOW WE FINISH
50, PRESS ON!
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“50 let/'s not, get, tired of doing what is good. AL just the right time we will reap 8 harvest; of blessing if
we don't give up. Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone-especially to
those in the family of faith.” Galatians 6:3840 NLT

I'min a bad mood... Familiar words which still echo in my mind after Just a
few JﬂyS of summer! The *bad mood fao{’ c,fear!y etlched on the faces of ny
preciots ones as they prowled through the house looking for an unsuspecting
vietim. A vietim who would maybe..jist m “ée...;nfer)ﬁref their " bad mood
cues..and who would resolve the “bad mood 1ssue. Where do Lhey learn The
term  bad mood?

It Seems as fﬁaﬂﬂfl the first wee"S of Summer can be challen -:!:-‘3 as the
Schedules transition, as activities ransition, and as the family :;ynam:'cs

Zransition éecaase‘ of the cﬁanjfnj ages and Sfages . I think that the phrases,
"I mbored and "I m in a bad mood! ™ are common, ot at least occasional, in
almost every home... All y&ranf&’ ex err'ea::-r:e limes when their ;Jrecfcas ones
affempf Zo :'mf’ﬁcg‘ f/?e;r 'éﬂo‘r mood .-"::{eﬁ on af}}er memﬁers of f}}e -ﬁam:fy
then, are " invited Zo enjoy their room for a brief period of time in order for
them to resolve their “mood in private..0h yes, I clearly remember mafc/‘;;nj
them stomp up the stairs after being Sent to their room..ymmmm and I
remember times when I Should hate sent m;/Se#’ marcﬁfnj upstairs to my
room to have a litt/e 'dffflfda’e ﬂajﬂéfﬂ?enf.
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The Truth is that our futhful God knows all of these ¢harac-
teristics in our children and in moms and dads..and Ye 15 fathful to 3:'1.*’&

Us Syfdfﬁc instruction 4s to how to rid ourselves..to Sﬁaf'e off these " bud
moods  which Inmn'aér’y make their way into every home, at Some point..eSpecial-
i{v in transition times.. It :'5‘ not i1n the 5&5# sent to the room which resolves
he 155ue, rather it is the what happens ah'ng this Z‘fme...d'an'nﬂ the alone Time..

- > DARE TO BE DANIEL = >

I love the exmpfes and testimonies of faith found in the Bible.
And, I love even motre, the faithfulness of the One True God.the God of
Yeaven and of Earth.Daniel is one of the most ;rofoﬂmf ekdﬂ?ﬁe& for parents..for
their children. Dare to Be Daniel!

'fﬁere cerfa:'nfy was a ustified cause for a 'tgﬂa’ mood ; as Daniel found himself
living in q forefgn and %adfﬂe land, away from fﬂm:‘!‘y and home. ffnd',! he was ;faCeJ
in the presence and in relationship with some very difficult f’:’njo’...l' m Sure that he
must have éeeﬁ f’rﬂSZ‘mZ‘ea’, with fﬁem...{ﬂeﬁ‘)@?b‘ anjry... a}/ée even e);per.-'encing Some
"bad moods”; ¥e was tempted and tested to turn from ¥is faith.

And, even though we are in our homes, with our family members as precious and
wonderful as hey are, o be Sure there are times when we are tempted and tested
o turn from what we "now to be true about our lovin #&dfﬂﬂf Fiz‘ﬁer,..&nd' >’/-"5
Specific instruction to " do qood’, to be kind, to be patient.to be loving.lo be

a;'fﬁ;‘;af to Yim and to ¥is instruction. Yes, moods can and do present themselves
Zo all!

» > DARE TO Bt DANIEL = >

Traly, Daniel was in a transition time..away from home, away From family, a new
schedule, Sering @ Series of difficult (’r'njo’...éaf, in times of transition, Ye
remained full of fath in 16;-"5 Mfgﬁfy God. In times of distress..

“...He, Daniel, went, home and Knedt, down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open toward
Jerusalem, He prayed three times 8 0ay, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his 6od." Daniel 6:10
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I love that the Bible tells us that Danel went H‘ﬂ\Sfﬂ-'}S to his
room, and prajed as he had always done..In times of stress, distress,
disappointment, annoyance, danger, frustration, he prayed..always..qiving thanks
to 2::5 . It was not in the going Lo his room..t was in the "what happened
there that made the difference.¥e met with God! And ¥is fathful God, listened
to Daniel..¥e heard his prayers..and gave him wisdom and direction and Sfrenjz‘};.

“Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone-especially to
those in the family of faith." Galatians 6:3840 NLT

When schedules Cﬁﬂnje...wﬁen activities chanae..when children come and ja...wﬁeﬂ
Summer Time arrives and knocks on the f"&m."? door even the most matdre child
or .ﬂia"m'"f, can be a Iittle out-of-sorts or disheveled or have a " bad mood issue...
and this i$ true for moms too! Cﬁanje 1S Cﬁﬁﬂenjr'ng...em# Cﬁang;nj Schedules!

It is imperative Lo protect the family culture éy addressing the " bad mood”, and
if’ necessary, Sending the precious one to their room, encat{mﬂ:‘n them to meet
with God..to see what Y/e has to Sfiy aéam.‘ the moments.Dare To be Daniel! T¢
IS often necessary for moms and dads to do the Same..Dare to be Daniel!

I love how the #oi’y 5pa'rff 18 fathful to enﬁy naa"je moms when to pursue...

when to run to the child..when to press.to press.. em.‘fy and fok’fnﬂfy... even when
the child pushes away..We parents can press into, ?isfen 2o, and love our chidren,
faffow.fnj the example of Daniel and ¥lis Father..our Father, who presses into us.

As your family settles into wonderful, glorious summer, may I encourage you to
Press On! Do not grow wedty as you /Z!r’e, wide, instruct, pursue, correct, and
do life with your wonderful famffy.‘r When The summer moods, or boredom, or
attitudes creep into your home, do not let these temporary interruptions control
oF determine the j?aaﬁfy of your F&M:‘fs{ Time! 'ﬁley are the normal obstacles
which provide wonderful teaching opportunities as you pursue your children and
as you teach them the importance of turning to their %eﬂr’enfy Father who
empowers and efa.-;ﬂs each one to do qood, (’2: be ¥ind and fof:'nj Lo their own
Family members..and to their famly of fath..
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And please remember..It 1S not about how you start out that
determines the faaﬁz‘y of FEEMH}/ Time.. It 15 about the process of a’af'ns
[ife together and how you fimsh that determines the fﬁﬁﬁy of ﬁzmr'fy Time!
And fr_:a's y L pray that as you ﬁferd?/ Jémp into Summer time with your
wonderful family, that the Lord would bless you with patience and wisdom as
you enjoy each fam."f}/ member. I pray that you proceed with for’e,' with bindness,
with persistence, with courage..I pray that you and your children Dare to Be
Danmel  as you seet time with God.. and as you "do qood to your famffy...am‘ to
your family of fath..Celebrate your week..and Cef’eﬁ?ﬂfe on é/ma’ay in a local
church. And keep in mind, what the outcome will be..

"S0 et 's not, get tired of doing what, is good . At just the right time we wilh reap
3 harvest, of blessing if we don b give up " 6alatians 6:9

Grab your Bible, J'aarna! y @ pen and some TIME.
Invite your children to do the same..and enjoy the print-outs
included for the younq ones. (You will need their crajons or markers!)
Then j&fﬁer around the bitchen table or throw out a blanket on the lawn.

Pt =57
| MRLICATION |
As a fam:'fy, discuss Danel and the events in his life and how he

turned to God, instead of stomping around angry, o Jecamfnj d’iscoﬂr;aﬂea‘ by he

: ;?_eppfe in his /r'rpq. .D;SC-‘.JISS ways hat your rz;m'fy members Can “Dare To Be Daniel '

his summer!

Turn to Galatians (:9-10 and read it Z‘ojef/?er. Then, discuss ways to be bind and
3::.::0" lo each fﬂM.“fy member. Discuss “small acts of ¥indness and how to initiate
these for each person..words and deeds! Kecord your plan.

Then, brainstorm and make a plan to be 5oaa" and Kind Lo Someone in your family of
fath, a ner'jfréar, a Friendy a church member, maybe the pastor.

Tﬁere 1S no limit to the apparfan:'ffes . )t/dl"ﬁ fun and e%{oy your famiiy." Press On!
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