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“This is my command-be strong and courageous! Do not, be afraid or discouraged. For the
Lord your 60d is with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:3 NLT

Our Almighty God had a plan for Istael and Ye gave Joshua the responsibility
to claim The territories which God had purposed for ¥%is chosen people, The
Promised Land. Ye qave them instractions. e gave them promfses...ﬁc promiSed
¥is presence wherever they went..and ¥e promiSed them victory as they trusted
and oéeyea’ #/r'm.ﬂfmfjﬁfy God instructed them to be sfranj...z'o be courageous..
and camfaf to oéey 5%5 iaw...caref’a/ not to turn to the left or the .H:sl f}
instead, to trust ¥im.to follow ¥im.to oéey Yim..and then, and then.. f/;rey
would be prosperous and successtul..in their Promised Land!

There 15 no doubt that our faithful God aSS:jnS us territories in this life...
Ye jfv'es US inStructions..and Ye qives us yramfses...Ma matter what age we are
of what stage we are iny ¥is instructions and ¥is promises apply to all of ¥is
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There are certainl many moments in parenffnj which can cﬁaﬁenje frustrate,
and even terrify the most experienced ‘parenz‘s..ffna’ for me, I z‘remjfea' a many
of ny First responsibilities as a parent, ﬁau’fnj hever Sfe;?pea’ there before..
ﬁaw'ng never ﬁeﬁ an infant ..ever. 'ﬁ?ere were many other moments as a parent
when I trembled at the unknown..and Sometimes at the known..
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The Truth is that as the Lord led me into my Promised Land of f'fﬂﬂf.'fy
Ye was and is fwthful to 3&4—: ¥is r'nﬁfracffonﬁ...%/{é Promises.. just as Ye was
fathful to the Israelites so many ﬁ}/e&rJ ago when ﬁ?ey wete afrad of the a’aﬂaz‘fng
enemies.. mefjﬁfy God was there. When I was afraid as a parent.fearing that I would
ﬂffS-Sfe; o MEJS—H;?."A!’MJB}R‘}! God was there.. qufﬁfnﬂff}/ feqdfng me into the PromiSed

Land of my r/zzm;'fy,,,am’ Ye was and Is ax’ways f};ere...m’mays predenf!’

& FAMLY TIE &

One of our most effective and meqnfngﬂ't.-’ famffy Time opportunities actually occurred in
our classroom d'ah-'nﬂ our home-school years. We 5&5&# each day with avisit from our
principaly Mr. Dad and a brief Bible time. We used a simple devotional, purchased at a
charity thrift store, consisting of devotions from various passages of scripture from
each book of the Bible.

My children were u'nfrr'jaea’ Ay the story of Joshua as he led the Israelites to make their
elaim promiSed to them éy God. And what ehild or adult does not love and stand amazed
at the account of the Cms.ﬁ.fnj of the Jordan Kiver, at flood Sf&je...w/ieﬂ God pressed
back the rﬂﬁﬁf‘nj waters to jfr’e ¥ eo;:.f'e. ‘paﬁsq\ge‘.ﬁoa’ ;rofecﬁnﬂ every one of the
Lsraelites, l’eeymﬁ ¥is promise of ¥is presence..then, Joshua commanded twelte men to
;fc{’ up fﬂrje Stones from the middle of the river bed and to carry them on their
Shoulders back to their camp. Joshua built a memorial as a sign o the people..
rem’na‘:'ns them about their great and powerful God :‘ffmij}n‘y. (Joshua 3by)

ﬁ’fy children had J'asz‘ experienced Some challen ;ﬂﬂ and some scary E‘firr'nj.i in their lives and
werte .5;9&1’!’—5»:)&{):0’ as we talked about the jre«(q and mi f?:.}/ fﬁfﬂﬂé that God had done in our
life as a f"am:'a’y...am' Some S;ecfﬁﬂ events which we all believed God had

orchestrated in the health and mez’f—ée:'nj of our Son. T}pey recaﬁm'zed' that the God who
went with Joshua and the Israelites was the same God who was going with thenm..

with our family. & I NEM@R[M. =t

On that morning, February 20, 1996, we left the classroom to go outside and qather some

stones in order to build a memorial, celebrating the jre&f and mfsﬁfy things which God

had done in our family..in the lives of our cﬁ:?d'ren. And, I placed the stone memotial

on a Shelf' in our classroom, with note cards written éy each child listing three Lhings
that they Knew, that they were certain of.. fﬁfﬁﬂd that God had done for them.. Adam
was certan that God had protected Wim and saved hi's life when a horse had reared and

flipped over on him in a calf-roping accident. And Christie was certain that her
family was God s 91t 2o her
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Too‘ray, I remembered. I &{nyﬂcf’ea' the box (ﬁ‘am olr move from the ranch
lwo years a 0,) which contained the rock memorial. I carefully inspected

each Stone to find the intials of my children..and I found the note cards with
their /15ts of what they fnew about their fathful God on that Féémary morning,
almost twenty years ago. Like Joshua and the Israelites..we too made a Memorr'a;
on that day, so that we would nevet, never, never farjef what God had done..But
more importantly, that we would remember and fnow who God is, the Great I
AM..and that we, today, have relationship with the One True God.

f?'nd', on this morning I remember..I thank ¥im for ¥is preSence.. for ¥is mercy...
¥is 3!‘&6&...&!1:( for the sr'ff of my f&mffy...

And, every day, every year) odr great God Almi hty shows and proves Yimself
fathful to jfv’e instruction..and futhful to Keep Yis promises. Ye never forsakes
Wis children..¥e jr'fed courage and Sfrenjffr to ¥is C/;ffd’ren...ﬁfways ;

MAT WE SERVE HIM

“But ay for me ands my howsehold, we will serve the LORD.”
??WZ#:IS NIV

This beautiful, wonderful, mercitul, loving, gracious, powerful God is worthy of
honor and of praise.the honor and the praise of our Families..

I pray that during this refreshing gi#t of Summer time that you and your family
commit and re-commit to serve The LOKD with your hearts and your lives.. each
moment of each day..as you inhabit and prospet in your Promised Land.. your
precious Family!
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Grab your. Bible, journaly a pen and some TIME.
Invite your children Lo do the same..
and epjoy the print-outs included for the yoan? ones.
(Yaa will need their crajons or marf’ers !
Then 3&f/rer around the kitchen table or throw out a blanket on the lawn.

@ HILICATION (%

e

_' Kead the .j'fary of Jaé}m&, from a c}!-:fdreniﬁ 3;(5!"9., and discuss
God s futhfulness. Discuss the value of obedience and the ConSeguences of
disobedience.

As you and your family celebrate fﬁm-"fy time, I invite you to talk about, to
remember all of the amazing, the great, the wonderful things which God has
done in your family, for your family and through your family.

You may want to build a memorial so that you and your family will always
remembet... always remember..Be creative and brainstorm ways your family can
Construct Somez‘ﬁr'ns to commemorate this wonderful time!

Then, years later, you will look back and See and be amazed..

Summer 31’&551'?:36 !
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